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14th January 2016 

 

Dear Parents & Guardians 
 

I hope this finds you well and recovered from the joys of the recent holidays as I write for the first time in 

2016.  In light of the seasonal indulgences, you may be surprised to read that food is very much on my 

mind at the moment.  There is no other area of life in any school that provokes such a diverse range of 

views. 

 

We are working hard to ensure that a culture of providing informed feedback continues to be fully 

embedded in Bromsgrove life.  I would like to advertise, once again, the merits of using 

food@bromsgrove-school.co.uk to provide feedback.  Whilst it is vital for us to know if the curry was too 

hot or the jelly was too green, we would also welcome more general comments too.  Could I ask for your 

support in encouraging your children to use the email address too?  

 

The feedback we have received has led to a good number of significant improvements to provision.  We 

have yet to discover “Bromsgrove’s Favourite Dish”. 

 

As students are now well settled into their programmes of study and as many new courses themselves 

are bedding down, I outline below the schedule for the key internal exam sessions for the year. 

  

Both Lower Fourth and Upper Fourth will have an internal exam week immediately after the Summer 

Half Term. Most of the Fifth Form are obviously already completing their mock exams although the ALP 

group will take some practice papers immediately after the Half term in February. Lower Sixth and 

Upper Sixth A level students will also have a couple of days of mock papers in February, whilst the 

Lower Sixth will have a further two days of assessment on our return in the Summer Term. The Lower 

Sixth IB students have practice tackling exam style questions early in the Summer Term, whilst as I write 

the Upper Sixth IB students are about to clear their main set of mock exams. 

 

You may recall that my bulletin at the end of term made reference to the availability of Sixth Form 

Scholarships.  I would like to take this final opportunity to promote them one last time and would 

encourage you to make enquiries through your son or daughter’s Houseparent. 

 

In our first Senior School assembly of the term, it was pleasing to hear of the success of the Poetry by 

Heart Competition which was won, against strong competition, by Nandini Bulchandani for her recital of 

Alun Lewis’ “Goodbye” and Emily Bronte’s “Remembrance”.  Six of our runners have been selected to 

represent the County in the forthcoming national inter-county competition and Joshua Osborn-Patel has 

been selected for the National Children’s Main Orchestra. 

 

Looking ahead, we are anticipating that this weekend will be exceptionally busy on campus as we are 

hosting the National Hockey Finals.  Since the car parks will be busy throughout the weekend, you may 

be well advised to park off-site if you are visiting. 

 

I would like to ask for your support with regard to end of term departures this term and beyond.  Early 

departures are by prior agreement only and it should be the exception rather than the norm.  I would 

like to record my gratitude to the large number of families that work hard to respect our wishes but I am 

keen to signal now that my attention and energies will be directed toward ensuring an improvement in 

this important area of School life as we move forward. 
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I should note that, it is a joy to be experiencing the rhythms of each phase of the Bromsgrove year for 

the first time.  The pupils have returned with a real sense of purpose and it feels like the School is 

already running at its usual high-speed.  Long may it continue! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 
 


